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as some people in England are of Jesus Christ and His
apostles. The processions meet the gaze of all, the
sound of music and singing reaches every ear, and the
natural inquisitiveness of human nature prompts men to
ask what it all means. The quiet services in Christian
churches are all that could be desired for those who are
sufficiently educated to understand and appreciate them ;
but for the ignorant the attractive festivals of heathenism,
as an instructing agency, are superior. Teaching given
through the eye is better understood, and more easily
retained in memory, than that which comes through
the ear only. One has only to see the people laugh
or weep as they witness the ludicrous or pathetic plays
which are provided on these occasions, and compare
this with the comparative inattention to discourses
from the pulpit, to see which method is the more
successful. O. W. Holmes says truly, that though men
listen to, say, a hundred theological lectures in the course
of the year, comparatively few can express the doctrines
of the Christian Church in an intelligible manner.

Reading of the Ramayana or Mahabharata and the
Puranas. A man in fulfilment of a vow made in time
of trouble, or from some other motive, will engage men
trained for the purpose to read the Mahabharata or
Ramayana to the people. Sometimes the reader sits
in the courtyard of a house, sometimes under the shade
of a tree, and hundreds of people gather round him
for two or three hours in the morning and again in the
evening to listen. The sacred books are not lacking
in promises of good to those who read or hear them.
Almost every chapter closes with the assurance that
by that simple act they can obtain freedom from sin.
It is a meritorious act for a man to have them read ;
it is a meritorious act for the paid reader to read them;